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MAY 9, 2018 
PUBLIC MEETING

RIO SALADO + BEACH PARK MASTERPLAN
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1. 	Tempe Beach Park was built 15 years ago and is well loved but also overloved.  It’s time to look at 
 	 how to transition it for the future.

2. 	There are many underutilized spaces within Rio Salado Park. They could be enhanced so that 	
	 they provide additional space for programming. 

3. 	The city is often approached by outside resources and vendors to "do something” in the Park.  		
	 We need a plan that provides the framework for implementation.

Why create a new Master Plan for Rio Salado Park?
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1.	 Point of Pride?

2.	 How do you see this park in 20 years? 

3.	 Why is this park important to you as a   
     resident? 

4.	 Why is this park important to visitors? 

5.	 Thoughts on Special Events?

W H Y  W E  A R E  H E R E

6.	 Thoughts on Local + Regional Connections?

7.	 Missing Pieces: What would you add?

8.	 Biggest Obstacles: What would you 
     subtract?

9.	 Valuable Assets: Most favorite things 
     here…?

10.	Best Practices: Interesting thing seen 
     elsewhere…?

Help us imagine Rio Salado Beach Park’s full fruition.
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DEAN JAMES ELMORE

PARK HISTORY

In 1966, Dean James 
Elmore challenged his 
design students at ASU to 
create concepts that utilized 
the dry river bed.

Between 500 A.D. to 1450 
A.D.  prehistoric Hohokam 
Indians use the river as 
part of their canal system.

In 1871, Charles Hayden 
started the Hayden Ferry 
crossing at the Salt River 
"Narrows," using the water 
from the river for the flour 
mill. 

In 1931, crews constructed 
the Mill Avenue bridge 
across the Salt River 
where Hayden's Ferry had 
crossed. 

Today, Tempe Town Lake is 
the second most visited 
site in Arizona. The Grand 
Canyon is #1. More than 
2.5 million people visit Tem-
pe Town Lake every year.

Information courtesy of www.tempe.gov
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•	 Amenities within 2 mile walking & 
biking radius

  	 --1 mile = 20 min walk &       	
	                   5 min bike ride

•	 Points of interest: Desert Botanical 
Garden, Phoenix Zoo & Indian 
Bend Wash

•	 Cultural amenities: Marquee 
Theater, Pueblo Grande Museum & 
Tempe Meadows

•	 Transit within Urban Core: Light 
Rail, Street Car, Orbit, Bike routes, 
Bus, etc.

•	 Adjacent to Phoenix Sky Harbor 
International Airport

•	 Open green space: Papago Park 
Preserve & Hayden Butte

•	 Historic landmarks: Lo Piano 
Bosque, Hayden Flour Mill & Tovrea 
Castle

•	 Sports Venues: Sun Devil Stadium, 
Tempe Diablo Stadium & Wells 
Fargo Arena

AN ACTIVE EPICENTER 
FOR A VIBRANT 
DOWNTOWN
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Current Conditions 

3

 Aloha Fest 100,000 
 Oktoberfest 100,000 
 Kiwanis 4th of July 50,000 
 Rock ‘n Roll Marathon 35,000 
 Pat’s Run 35,000 
 Ironman 20,000 
 Innings Festival (New) 30,000 

Largest events in Tempe Beach LARGEST EVENTS IN TEMPE BEACH
•	Aloha Fest						      100,000
•	Octoberfest						     100,000
•	Kiwanis 4th of July			     50,000
•	Rock ‘n Roll Marathon		    35,000
•	Pat’s Run						        35,000
•	 Ironman							        20,000
•	 Innings Festival (New)		    30,000
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  EVENT HOT SPOT

  TEMPE CENTER FOR THE ARTS

  MARINA + EXISTING BOAT DOCKS
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  RIPARIAN AREA

  TRAIL SYSTEM + PUBLIC ART

  OPEN SPACE
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  ADJACENT CLASS ‘A’ DEVELOPMENT

  ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS

  HIDDEN SPACE

E X I S T I N G  A S S E T S



14R I O  S A L A D O  +  B E A C H  P A R K  M A S T E R P L A N  |    0 5 . 0 9 . 1 8   

RIO SALADO DRIVE

RIO SALADO DRIVE

M
IL

L 
AV

EN
UE

M
IL

L 
AV

EN
U

E

RU
RA

L 
RO

A
D

M
cC

LI
N

TO
CK

 R
O

A
D

PR
IE

ST
 D

RI
V

E

AIRPORT FLIGHT PATH NOISE POLLUTION

AIRPORT FLIGHT PATH NOISE POLLUTION

PE
D

ES
TR

IA
N

 B
RI

D
G

E

PE
D

ES
TR

IA
N

 B
RI

D
G

E
FU

TU
RE

PE
D 

AC
CE

SS

FIRST STREET

LEGEND
SURFACE PARKING 

STRUCTURE PARKING

PEDESTRAIN BRIDGE

EXTREME SLOPES

CANAL / MULTI-USE TRAIL

AIRPORT FLIGHT PATH

DITCH

NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS

LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT SYSTEM

STREET CAR SYSTEM

LIGHT RAIL STATION

FUTURE STREET CAR STOP

MAJOR PARK PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS

FREEWAY ACCESS

PARK GATEWAYS

BRIDGE UNDERPASSES

EXISTING PUBLIC ART LOCATIONS

EXISTING PARK FACILITIES

CITY OF TEMPE OWNED PROPERTY

MILL AVENUE DISTRICT

PROJECT BOUNDARY

CITY MULTI-USE TRAIL

HARD TO LOCATE NORTH 
SHORE VEHICULAR ACCESS

HARD TO LOCATE NORTH 
SHORE VEHICULAR ACCESS

PR
IE

ST
 D

RI
VE

 T
RA

FF
IC

 N
O

IS
E

RU
RA

L 
RO

A
D

 T
RA

FF
IC

 N
O

IS
E

INADEQUATE
PARKING

POOR 
CONNECTION TO

FARMER ARTS 
DISTRICT

FREEWAY TRAFFIC NOISE

LACK OF STRONG 
CONNECTION TO ASU CAMPUS

RIPARIAN AREA

TEMPE TOWN LAKE

LOOP 202 FREEWAY

TEMPE TOWN LAKE

LOOP 202 FREEWAY

HAYDEN FERRY

STATE FARM
CAMPUS

MARINA

HAYDEN BUTTE 
PRESERVE SUN DEVIL

STADIUM

APS OCOTILLO
POWER PLANT

TEMPE PAPAGO 
PARK PRESERVE

INDIAN BEND
WASH

FIRST SOLAR
BUILDING

TEMPE BEACH
PARK

TEMPE CENTER
FOR THE ARTS

MARQUEE
THEATRE

UNINCORPORATED
TEMPE

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

THE WATERMARK TEMPE

NEIL G. GIULIANO PARK

JEFFERSON TOWN LAKE

RURAL ROAD
LINEAR PARK

BROADSTONE

TEMPE TECH CENTER

THE CRESENT RIO

THE DISTRICT

PIER 202

COLLEGE AVENUE

HAYDEN
FLOUR MILLHARDY DRIVE FARMER AVENUE

FUTURE FARMER 
AVENUE BRIDGE
CONNECTION

PACKARD DRIVE DORSEY AVENUEFUTURE PARK CONNECTION

TO LIGHT 
RAIL STATION

ROOSEVELT AVENUE

FUTURE PARK
CONNECTION

FUTURE PARK CONNECTION TO 
PHOENIX RIO SALADO PARK

FUTURE PARK
CONNECTION

INDIAN BEND
WASH TRAIL

THE GRAND

THE DISTRICT
FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

THE DISTRICT
FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

C U R R E N T  C H A L L E N G E S



15R I O  S A L A D O  +  B E A C H  P A R K  M A S T E R P L A N  |    0 5 . 0 9 . 1 8   C U R R E N T  C H A L L E N G E S

  LIMITED CONNECTIONS FROM 
  DEVELOPMENT

  EMPTINESS

  LACK OF EDGE DEFINITION
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  WELL-LOVED PARK

  WAYFINDING SOUTH SHORE

  WAYFINDING NORTH SHORE

C U R R E N T  C H A L L E N G E S
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  LEVEE REQUIREMENTS / FLOOD CONTROL

  LIMITED PUBLIC ACCESS TO LAKE

  PEDESTRIAN ACCESS ACROSS LAKE 

C U R R E N T  C H A L L E N G E S
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